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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

June 2020 Newsletter 

 
“I have set my bow in the clouds” 

 

8:21 And when the LORD smelled the pleasing odor, 
the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse 
the ground because of humankind, for the 
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor 
will I ever again destroy every living creature as I 
have done. 22 As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 
and night, shall not cease.” 8 Then God said to Noah 
and to his sons with him, 9:9 “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10 and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark. 12 God said, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the 
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds 
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh.   Genesis 8:21-22; 9:8-10.12- 
 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
I hope that you are all doing well and are still feeling 
positive during this time of pandemic and lockdown. 
Slowly, stores are reopening, we can go play golf 
again or are allowed to mingle while ‘physical 
distancing’ in the park, just to mention a few 
examples. We are planning already how our ‘new 
normal’ in church will look like. But to be honest, we 

are still far away from getting back the freedom we 
had before the Corona Virus hit. How do you think 
Noah and his family and the animals must have felt 
when they were able to leave the ark? Did they all 
run out and jump around out of joy that they were 
released into freedom or did they leave the ark 
carefully, not quite sure what to expect as if it was 
too good to last? I can imagine both. 
 
I think that’s what we are experiencing right now: 
The joy about new possibilities and the fear of what 
this new freedom can cause. It’s in our hands how 
responsible we deal with this new freedom. And we 
have seen it more than once how human beings 
misuse their freedom at someone else’s expense. 
When God saw that, ‘the wickedness of humankind 
was great in the earth, and that every inclination of 
the thoughts of their hearts was only evil 
continually’ (Genesis 6:5), he regretted the creation 
of human beings. I kind of understand God’s angry 
reaction; it’s downright “human”. However, God’s 
reaction is extremely radical: all life is drowned in 
the flood. At the same time, God ensures that life 
will prevail: Enough living creatures are saved in the 
ark. 
 
The flood recedes, people and animals leave the ark, 
and then God uses almost the exact same words 
that led to the flood again ‘the inclination of the 
human heart is evil from youth’ (Genesis 8:21). But 
this time God's reaction is exactly the opposite. This 
time God announces: ‘ As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease’ (Genesis 
8:22). 
 
It is extremely comforting that God is changing his 
relationship with humans and the world. The human 
being remains as he/she is, but God now looks at his 
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creation in a different, preserving way. And so God 
makes an eternal covenant with everything that 
lives, and seals his promise with a sign that you can 
see over and over again and everywhere, the 
rainbow. I find it particularly exciting that the text 
emphasizes that it is not just a sign of the covenant 
of God for people. God himself wants to be 
reminded by the rainbow of what he promised: ‘I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh’ (Genesis 9:15).  Every rainbow is a 
reminder that God means it well with his creation. 
Have you spotted rainbows in the past few days? At 
the beginning of May when it was raining, I saw 
one. But I’ve seen some rainbows around the city in 
some windows as well as a sign of hope during this 
pandemic. I assume most of them are families with 
children, but I’m sure that there are adult 
households as well that want to express their 
confidence.  
 
Maybe I can challenge you a little bit. If you are up 
to it, create a rainbow that everybody can see! If 
you don’t want to paint it on your window, you can 
use chalk on the driveway or paint it on paper and 
hang it up visibly in your window. Please make a 
picture of your rainbow send it to me via email: 
pastor.heike@gmail.com or via What’s App: 
519.212.9952. I would love to publish your creations 
on our Facebook page and in our next newsletter. 
 
Stay healthy and positive! 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Heike 

 

Volunteers 
 

We thank all our volunteers for sharing their 
 gifts and time for our worship services. 

 
Although we don’t know when we will be able to be 

back for regular Worship Services, we want to be 
prepared for the day when it will be possible again. 

 

NEW VOLUNTEERS are most welcome,  
especially in areas of  

Ushering  
and 

Communion Assisting 
 

 
 

Photo Directory 
 

Due to Covid-19 lock downs, the offices and labs of 
IPC Canada Photo Services, Inc. have been closed 
temporarily.  For those of you, who had photos 
taken in February, please rest assured that you will 
eventually receive your photos.  I have spoken with 
the local rep, Tim Balazs, who will get back to me as 
soon as they are able to open again and will update 
me as to when you can expect to receive them.  
Their apologies for the inconvenience.  I will let you 
know of any updates as I receive them.  New dates 
for photos not yet taken will also be determined 
then as well.   
 
Thank you for your patience,  
Donna Finch 

 

 

For a porch visit from the pastor,  
please contact Rev. Heike directly 

at 519-212-9952 
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UPDATES AND NEW NEWS 
 

Socialite Programme 2020 
 

Sun. June 14  Car Rally 
Postponed Kitchener  
 
Fri. July 17   Race Night  
Cancelled Elora  
 
Sept 25-27   Getaway Weekend  
Cancelled Port Stanley  
 
Sat. Oct 24 Pumpkins after Dark 
(tentative date) Milton 
 
Sun. Dec 13  Wizard of Oz 
 St Jacobs Playhouse 

 

 
 

 
 

“A Taste of 
Scotland” 

 

 

 

The Scotland trip has been rescheduled 

for the same dates in 2021. 

August 21 – September 1, 2021 

Updates and confirmation will be 

announced in future Newsletters. 

 

 

Looking for interested camera savvy, 

tech savvy people, 

willing to lend a 

hand with video 

recording and 

editing for our 

online worship 

services. 

 

Clipart from clipartix.com 

 
 
I have been keeping busy by making quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief.  A special thank you goes 
out to Marlene, a friend to our church, for a very 
generous donation of material, batting & thread.  
 

Love to all.❤ Gay Anderson 
 

 
Photo from Gay Anderson 
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Our Love & Prayers go out to 

all our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or 

in long-term care.   

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

Hello members of St. Luke’s; 

It is wonderful to be able to connect as the weather is 

beginning to show signs of spring and hope for summer.  

While it has been challenging for so many of us to stay 

home and stay distant from family and friends, I think it 

would be so much more challenging if we had had a 

beautiful and warm spring.  As the weather turns there is 

a new excitement and a feeling all will be well.   

On behalf of Council, I would like to take this opportunity 

to extend our appreciation to the many volunteers who 

have been keeping our building operating, and our 

members cared for, during this time of isolation.  A very 

particular thank you to Pastor Heike and her family. They 

arrived as winter began here in our Region and worked 

hard to settle in this new community, at St. Luke’s and in 

Kitchener Waterloo. Then the Covid 19 shutdown hit and 

yet they have remained strong and supportive. Pastor 

has led us will grace and a strength in a circumstance 

that none of us have experienced in our lifetimes. We 

truly appreciate her leadership. 

Committees and Council continue to come together, 

virtually, to meet immediate needs and plan for 

transitioning back to whatever unfolds in the next 

months. Rental groups will not be coming back into our 

space until they have their plans for how to operate 

during the transition.  Because most groups that we have 

in our space are of significant number, they will be 

among the last to begin operating again. Council is 

dealing with requests to use our outdoor space and so 

you will begin to see Food Trucks selling from our 

parking lot again.  There will be no gathering allowed, 

just pick-up and take out.  We hope it will help these 

businesses provide employment and income for their 

families. 

While we are excited about steps toward what will be 

our new circumstance, we are aware that we will not be 

returning to the way things were.  We ask for your 

patience and your prayers as we navigate our way 

through this experience. 

Jane Hennig 
Chair of Council 

 

 

 
 

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to 

Elizabeth and John Pulley – June 18, 2020 
 

Happy 50th
 Wedding Anniversary to 

Gloria & Bob Berg – June 19, 2020 
 
 

 

 
Happy Anniversary from clipartix.com 

Balloon clipart from pinterest.com 
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Our church library is available! 

 

We thank Gail Atkinson for 
the hours spent 
cataloguing our resources.   
 

To borrow books from the 
library, please contact  
Pastor Heike at  
519-212-9952 or by email 
at pastor.heike@gmail.com 
 

Clipart from clipartix.com 

 

Food Trucks 

“Ish & Chips” will be at our 

church parking lot  

Wednesday evenings from 4:00-7:00 pm. 

Social distancing is in place when you arrive. 

 

 

Keep in touch… 
 

 

Visit our Website at 

stlukeslutheran.ca 
for our online worship services, 

Newsletters and updates. 
 

Like us on Facebook and 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel under 
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

ST. LUKE'S 
WOMEN 

Since there are a lot of us who have a lot of time on 
our hands, we have taken up knitting, crocheting & 
sewing.  If you would like to help, this is what we 
support year round for collections. 

Knitting/crocheting: 

 pneumonia vests for Food for Children 

 hats, mitts, scarves, socks for Salvation Army 
Mitten Tree 

 hats, mitts, slippers, dish cloths for Bazaar 

 white baby blankets, prayer shawls, lap shawls, 
shoulder shawls for Prayer Shawl Ministry - call 
Elaine Schwartz for sizes 

 teddy bears for Lutheran World Relief - call Gay 
Anderson for pattern 

 
Sewing: 

 adult quilts, approximately 60 x 80 

 baby quilts, approximately 30 x 40 

 flannelette diapers 26 x 26 

 receiving blankets 30 x 40 

 pillow case dresses - call Gay Anderson 
for pattern 

To help us with supplies, and especially if you are 
taking time for spring house cleaning & decluttering, 
these are items that may be donated.  Pastor Heike has 
a collection area between the glass doors at the 
Sunday school wing. 

 wool 
 material for quilts 
 flannelette 
 bed sheets  
 pillow cases 
 table cloths 
 quilt batting 
 thread 

Thank you all.  Stay safe. 
 Gay Anderson 519 893-6827 

 

mailto:pastor.heike@gmail.com
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Bridges Vacation Bible School is announcing a new approach this year. 
Although VBS will not gather as usual, they have developed a virtual VBS for home involvement July 6-10. 

 
 

Please email Bridges VBS at  bridgesvbs@gmail.com to register or for more details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:bridgesvbs@gmail.com
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Thank you 

Cathy & Tim Wilke  

and Gwen Holt 

for your time & gifts for the 

courtyard 

and all who have helped in 

maintaining this beautiful 

garden. 
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CHURCH EXECUTIVES: 
Chairperson: Jane Hennig 
Vice-Chair: O.J. Wilura 
Secretary:  Donna Finch 
Treasurer: Dave DeCoppel  
 

 

Council Members: 

Jane Hennig (Chair)  
O.J. Wilura  (Vice-Chair) 
Donna Finch (Secretary) 
Aaron Wilke 
Cathy Dowsling 
Darlene Hilborn 
Anita Gerstenkorn 
Susan Hennig 
Mary Ann Lang 
Tim Wilke 
Bonita Ziegler 
Lynn Brooks 

 

 

Weekly Offerings 
 
Even though we are not open at this time, we still have to 

meet our financial obligations during the pandemic. Our 

Church Administrator, Helga, and Treasurer Dave, stop 

into the church weekly to gather donations through the 

mailbox and complete deposits and pay bills. If you can 

send your offerings in through the mail or drop it off in the 

churches mailbox on the left side of the main entrance as 

you approach the church.  We are now accepting E-

transfers for offerings as well.  

They can be sent to our email address, 
info@stlukeslutheran.ca  or stlukes@rogers.com.  When 
the transfer is sent, you can put the designation into the 
comment box (current, benevolence, building, etc). 
 
 Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com for the  
‘secret’ question and answer.  
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however for your peace 
of mind, arrangements can be made with Helga to ensure 
your offering is retrieved the day you drop it off. 
 
We graciously thank all whom have recently joined PAR for 
their contributions during this time.  For PAR information, 
please contact the church office. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their 
generous offerings during this time.   
 
 
 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor Heike: (519) 212-9952 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Church E-mail: info@stlukeslutheran.ca 

Office Administrator: Helga Morrison 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

DEADLINE FOR  
JULY/AUGUST 
NEWSLETTER 

FRIDAY, JUNE 15 
 

mailto:info@stlukeslutheran.ca
mailto:stlukes@rogers.com
mailto:stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com

