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Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

May 2020 

Romans 8:24-28 
 
24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that 
all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
While I’m writing this we just have celebrated a different 
Easter this year. We already spent a month in ‘physical 
distancing’ and an end is not yet in sight. Our everyday 
lives have changed immense. We try to adapt to the new 
situation as best as we can. In Corona Virus times 
nothing is as it was before. In uncertain times it’s helpful 
to rely on the steadfast things. Thus, I’m greeting you 
today with words from the Apostle Paul, written in his 
letter to the Romans. I have to admit – this is one of my 
favorite bible passages and those words have spoken to 
me often in difficult and different situations of my life.  
 
In this passage, Paul’s words are full of longing and hope, 
patience and sighing, heart and spirit. "For in hope we 
were saved!" These are the first words of the passage. 
We are saved for hope. I am thrilled that Paul writes that 
hope cannot be seen. That inspires me because we 
cannot see the disease COVID-19 that is threatening us 
all, at least not with our bare eyes. We only see the 
effect of the virus. We know it's there when we see the 
symptoms. Against this invisible danger, an invisible 
hope is just the right remedy. We are saved and we can 
feel the effects, the symptoms of this salvation. And 
hopefully this leads us to be more patient and calm. The 
Easter hope goes far beyond the visible. It is the hope of 

life that can go through suffering. It is the hope that even 
death is not the end. We are saved on this hope. 
 
Although we weren’t able to celebrate Easter in our 
church, I felt deeply connected with you and with other 
Christians that day. We are united by the invisible hope 
for eternal life with God, and the symptoms of this hope 
are laughter, kindness, love, video conferences, YouTube 
videos, cards and phone calls! 
 
This time of the pandemic has challenged us in different 
ways. It’s no laughing matter, but I’m excited at least 
about all the positive things that have evolved out of the 
crisis. It’s said that life will never be the same after the 
pandemic. How this will look like, I don’t know, but this 
would be my hope: that we keep on practicing 
mindfulness in regards to the most vulnerable in our 
society, that we keep on checking in with our lonely or 
sick neighbor, that we give God’s beautiful creation a 
break and reduce the waste of resources, that we 
strengthen our local businesses, that we keep on 
stepping up when help is needed, that families are still 
gathering at least once a day around the dining table and 
eat one’s self cooked meal, that we make good use of 
technology, that we go on long walks, because there is 
nothing else to do, and that our usually super busy lives 
will slow down tremendously. Did we learn something 
out of the crisis? I hope so, and I hope it will draw us 
closer together again – closer to God, to our neighbor, 
and to God’s creation; because “all things work together 
for good for those who love God”. 
 
Peace be with you,  
Pastor Heike 
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EVENTS AND CANCELLATIONS 
Please contact your Event leader or visit our website for updates. 

 

Socialite Programme 2020 
 

Fri. May 8   “A Sentimental Journey 2” 

7:00 pm   CANCELLED  Waterloo Mennonite

 Brethren Church 
 $35/adult, $25/18 & under 
 
 

Sun. June 14  Car Rally 
after church Kitchener 
 
Fri. July 17   Race Night  
 Elora 
 
Sept 25-27   Getaway Weekend  
 Port Stanley 
 
Sat. Oct 24 Pumpkins after Dark 
(tentative date) Milton 
 
Sun. Dec 13  Wizard of Oz 
 St Jacobs Playhouse 

 
 

 
12th ANNUAL PRAYER SHAWL GATHERING 

 

Hello to all Prayer Shawl makers and enthusiasts.  
 
The 2020 Prayer Shawl Gathering to be held the 
afternoon of May 12 at Trillium Lutheran Church on 
Willow Street in Waterloo is CANCELLED until 
further notice. 
 
Full details of time, place, speakers and events will 
be sent in the future.   
 
Registration will be open when the full details are 
made available. 
 

Grand River Area 
Picnic 
 
Scheduled for Sunday, June 7th 

is  CANCELLED 
 

 

Senior Cards  

cancelled until further notice 

Thursdays at 1:00pm 
Euchre and Solo are played. 

 

Contact:  Bob Berg 519-896-1918 
 

   Photo Directory 
 

April photo appointments will be  
rescheduled at a later date. 

 

Donna Finch and her team will be in 
touch by phone. 

 

Volunteers 
 

We thank all our volunteers for sharing their gifts  
and time for our worship services. 

 

As scheduling for the 2020-2021 year is in the works, 
please let us know if there are any changes to availability 

and area of interest.   
 

NEW VOLUNTEERS are most welcome, especially in 
areas of ushering and communion assisting. 

 

 

Keep in touch via our… 
 

Website: stlukeslutheran.ca  
Like us on Facebook & Subscribe to our 

YouTube under St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 

 
Sun from clipart.info  |  Cards from clipartlibrary.com
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Our Love & Prayers go out to 

all our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or 

in long-term care.   

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

WEPP Team:  
Witness Education and Personal Preparation 
 

As this note is written we are at the beginning of 
April, and the number of infections with COVID-19 
are rising and there have been two people who died 
in our Region. More than ever our world needs the 
prayers of all of God’s people to pray for the 
strength and resolve to do all we are able to get 
through this crisis.   

 
 I think that it is very sad and troubling that no 

prayer is offered at the News Conferences of our 
national and provincial leaders. The very important 
messages for hope and confidence in God’s 
compassionate guidance in all religious disciplines, is 
sadly missing. We at St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church are continuing the Sunday Morning Prayer 
Group praxis. Unable to congregate as we did at 
9:15 am on Sunday Mornings at the church, we now 
individually, or together as family in our homes, 
light a candle and offer our prayers. Then, at about 
10:00 we join in worship using the service provided 
by our Pastor Heike Toeller. Even though we are 
apart, we are united! Praise be to God!  

 
For those of us who are not familiar with voicing 

their own prayer petitions, there are resources 
available such as the “Eternity for Today” prayer 
booklet that Pastor Heike is offering to deliver upon 
request, but also our Worship Book “Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship” offers 16 pages of additional 
prayers pages 72-87. A similar section “Petitions, 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings” is found in our 
previous Hymnal (the green one) pages 42-53.  

 
Praying together focuses us on our common 

denominator Jesus the Christ. It is the bond that 
draws us together in fellowship with Him and one 
another in love and trust.  
 
In closing a Prayer of General Intercession, page 74 
of our ELW:   
  

Keep watch, O Lord,  

with those who work or watch or weep,  

and give your angels charge over those who sleep.  

Tend the sick, give rest to the weary,  

bless the dying, sooth the suffering,  

comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous  

and all for your love’s sake.  Amen 

 
Blessings, 
Alexandra Jucknies 
 

 

Fellowship of the Least Coin  
… bring your nickels 

Our ladies group donated 10 quilts to the 

Mennonite Central Committee for their quilt drive 

to send 6500 quilts to foreign aid and sent a 

monetary donation to the Kitchener Waterloo 

Television Ministry. 

 

 

Thank you 

Our thanks to Crystal Piscitelli for 
offering to wash the Worship 

assistant gowns.  We thank her for 
her gift of time in caring for the 

gowns. 
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We All Are One in Mission 
 even in the midst of a pandemic 

 
Greetings to my extended family at St. Luke’s!   
 
It has been awhile since I have written an article for 
the newsletter but Pastor Heike’s sermon on April 
19 inspired me.  I miss church.  I miss seeing each 
one of you.  I am very thankful that Pastor Heike has 
been able to broadcast parts of the service on 
YouTube.  I, personally, like to hear the sermon.  I 
get just as much from the way the sermon is 
delivered as I do the message that is being 
conveyed.  For me, the two go hand in hand.  While 
listening to this sermon, Pastor Heike said, “It takes 
one more appearance by Christ before the Disciples 
understand that they are on a mission: to continue 
the work Jesus has started, to take care of the poor 
and vulnerable, to proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven 
in word and deed.” 
 
These words reminded me of other inspiring words I 
have heard.  I am a fan of the series Call the 
Midwife.  If you do not watch this show it chronicles 
the lives of a group of midwives (nurses and 
medically trained nuns) living in East London in the 
late-1950s to mid-1960s.  One of the nuns, Sister 
Monica Joan, often gets confused due to her old 
age.  However, Sister Monica Joan often displays 
great insight and compassion and often speaks great 
words of inspiration.  I have written down many of 
her phrases because they speak to me.  Pastor 
Heike’s words reminded me of these words from 
Sister Monica Joan: The hands of the Almighty are 
so often found at the end of our own arms. 
 
We are called to be in mission for others.  We are 
the church outside the walls of St. Luke Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  When my husband, Neil, was 
Pastor at St. Peter’s in Cambridge, there were signs 
posted on the doors so that when you exited you 
read, “You are now entering the mission field.”  I 
always loved this reminder that we are inspired to 
keep being the people of God outside the church 

walls.  During the Covid-19 Pandemic, it may seem 
like we are alone as we stay home and distance 
ourselves from others.  God does not distance 
Himself from us!  He is with us and is calling us to 
remain in mission for others.  We have had to get 
creative in our ways to be the hands of God.   
 
Another woman with inspiring words for her people 
is Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.  Our family never 
misses her Christmas message.  This past year she 
said, “It is often the small steps, not the giant leaps 
that bring about the most change.”  It is exactly 
these small steps that we are taking right now that 
have the biggest impact on others.  We are finding 
ways to fill the needs of others:  we check on our 
neighbours, pick up groceries for friends and family 
that are homebound, St. Luke’s phone team has 
kept us all connected, Pastor Heike has spent hours 
learning how to upload the service to YouTube, the 
3M team checks on the church and maintains the 
property, we continue to donate to various charities 
etc. The small things we do may seem insignificant 
to those of us doing them but they are a life line to 
the people on the receiving end. 
  
This is how we remain in mission for others during 
these trying times.  Keep up the good work - God’s 
work.  I am so thankful to be a part of the family of 
God at St. Luke’s and I look forward to the time we 
can all worship together again. Until then, keep 
being inspired, as Sister Monica Joan would say, “to 
see the hands of God at the end of your own arms.” 
 
Blessings, 
Kathryn Thomsen 

 
 

Graphic from vippng.com 
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Weekly Offerings 
 
Even though we are not open at this time, we still 

have to meet our financial obligations during the 

pandemic. Our Church Administrator, Helga, and 

Treasurer Dave, stop into the church weekly to 

gather donations through the mailbox and complete 

deposits and pay bills. If you can send your offerings 

in through the mail or drop it off in the churches 

mailbox on the left side of the main entrance as you 

approach the church.  We are now accepting E-

transfers for offerings as well.  

They can be sent to our email address, 
info@stlukeslutheran.ca  or stlukes@rogers.com.  
When the transfer is sent, you can put the 
designation into the comment box (current, 
benevolence, building, etc). 
 
 Please contact Dave DeCoppel at 
stlukestreasurer317@gmail.com for the  
‘secret’ question and answer.  
 
Our mail box is checked regularly; however for your 
peace of mind, arrangements can be made with 
Helga to ensure your offering is retrieved the day 
you drop it off. 
 
We graciously thank all who have continued their 
generous offerings during this time.   
 

 

Supper 8 
 

As I write this (April), I am working from home, 

going out for a walk or to stock the frig.  My house is 

really getting cleaned.  Later this spring, once things 

get back to ‘normal’, the Supper 8 list for the fall will 

be posted on the courtyard bulletin board.  I will 

include you in Supper 8 for the fall of 2020, unless 

you indicate you would like to step out for a year.  If 

you would like to move from Supper to Lunch or 

Lunch to Supper, please indicate that change. 

What is Supper 8 and how does it work? 

 Member of the congregation are welcome – 

both singles and couples 

 Members are assigned a group – the 

members of the group are changed up every 

year 

 The group meets every 6 to 8 weeks 

 Each couple/single takes a turn hosting 

 When you host, you pick the restaurant 

where you will meet and make the 

reservation 

 Most restaurants chosen offer entrees 

around $20 

 Everyone pays for their own meal 

 After the meal, you go back to the hosts’ 

home for coffee, conversation, dessert, 

cards, etc. 

It is a great way to get to know fellow members 

of the congregation.  If you are not a member of 

Supper 8, please consider trying this for a year. 

Questions, please contact: 
Cathy Wilke at 519-744-3044 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

Pastor Heike: M (519) 212-9952 

Pastor’s Email: pastor.heike@gmail.com 

Church E-mail: info@stlukeslutheran.com 

Office Administrator: Helga Morrison 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER 
FRIDAY, MAY 15 
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