
 

2019 November Newsletter – St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener Page 1 

    
 

317 Franklin St., Kitchener, ON  N2A 1Y9 

Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

 

November 2019 

 

Godspeed 
 

I find myself with mixed feelings as I write this, 

my last article for the Newsletter. First, I feel 

good about the fact that I have served at St. 

Luke’s for over a year. I have learned to know 

many of you – some through deep 

conversations, others superficially. Some of you 

I only had conversations with over 

the phone. Nevertheless, I value 

all connections that we have built 

during this time.  

The other side of the coin is 

that organically, we assume good 

relationships to continue. With 

pastors, it is different. When a pastor leaves a 

congregation, we go for good and leave the 

good relationships behind us too. This sad but 

necessary arrangement makes it possible for the 

new pastor to begin forming their relationships 

with the congregants. However, if and when we 

meet at the mall or whatever place, we can 

encounter as any friends do. The difference is 

that I will not seek your company and you will 

not seek my company or pastoral services.  

At the end of every interim-ship, I begin 

asking myself, “How did it go?” Overall, I feel 

positive about my time here. I believe that the 

relationships that we have built have been 

fruitful, and we’ve been able to carry out the 

existing ministries of St. Luke’s. However, I also 

feel that I could have been more innovative 

when it comes to the mission and ministries of 

the church. In many matters, stronger leadership 

skills would have been required from me. As my 

shortcomings, these things were nothing new. I 

have never been innovative nor a good leader. I 

always carry a bad conscience of the fact how 

little I have been able to do visits to 

homebound and people in nursing homes. It 

doesn’t give a good picture of a community, 

which neglects its weakest members.  

I feel good for St. Luke’s 

about your future. You are 

getting a younger pastor, and 

they tend to be more innovative, 

ambitious and daring in their 

approach to the ministry. I am 

thankful to God that you have 

trusted me to serve at St. Luke’s. To me, a 

congregation’s trust is a sign of God trusting me 

to carry on in the ministry. Thank you for 

communicating that to me. 

 

May the Lord be with You, 

-    Olavi Hepomaki 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Website:  stlukeslutheran.ca 

 

Church E-mail:  stlukes@rogers.com 

Office Administrator:  Helga Morrison 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

http://www.stlukeslutheran.ca/
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Our Love & Prayers go out to all 

our Christian brothers and 

sisters who are ill, grieving or in 

long-term care.   

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our 

Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Friendship and Rally Sunday  

Friendship and Rally Sunday was held September 

15th this year. It was a wonderful and memorable 

celebration where friends and family of all ages 

came together for Worship, and to share the news of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanks to the participation of everyone involved, 

151 people attended Worship Service on that 

Sunday!!  

The Witness and Education for Personal 

Preparation (WEPP) Team is pleased that our 

“Temple Talks” each Sunday leading up to our 

celebration were well received by the members of 

our congregation, and would like to extend a very 

warm and heartfelt THANK YOU to all of the 

following people who helped organize Friendship & 

Rally Sunday: 

- Susan Hennig & the Sunday Church School 

for the children’s programming. 

- The Parish Life committee for providing the 

hot dogs and sausages, organizing the 

luncheon, and everyone who helped in the 

kitchen with clean-up. 

- Everyone who helped by bringing salads or 

desserts. 

- Everyone who helped set up and put away 

the tables and chairs. 

- The men who helped put up the banner on 

Saturday. 

- Cathy Wilke for the Supper 8 display. 

- Vic Lytle and Tim Wilke for the Dominican 

Mission display and the time that was spent 

answering questions. 

- Gloria Berg for her Music Ministry and the St. 

Luke’s Choir for the special music which they 

performed. 

- Bob Berg for the display for The Seniors 

Cards. 

- Cathy Dowsling for the display for the 

Breakfast Club. 

- Gay Anderson for the displays for the St. 

Luke’s Women, The Socialites, and the St. 

Luke’s annual Bazaar. 

- AIM for providing a display about their 

program. 

- Rev. Olavi for his unique design work for the 

invitation cards, flyers and banner. 

- Helga Morrison for all the Administrative 

work and web page announcements.  

- Please forgive us if any group was not 

contacted in order to provide a display or has 

not been mentioned in this thank you 

message (it certainly was not intentional) and 

we promise to include you next year    

- Last, but not least: Everyone who invited a 

guest to join our worship & learn about our 

various programs!!  After all- that was the 

main purpose for this exercise. 

 

Thanks be to God! 

    

As this was the first time that the newly formed 

WEPP Team has worked on organizing an event 

such as combining Friendship Sunday & Rally 

Sunday, you may have noticed some mistakes that 

we made, some things we overlooked and perhaps 

also some things that we could have done better. 

We therefore ask for your comments – both critical 

and positive, either by word of mouth, email, or just 

a note to the office, for our evaluation purposes and 

also to help us improve on our planning for next 

year’s event. Thank you once more to everyone who 

made Friendship and Rally Sunday a success. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. JR, Rev. Olavi, Timothy and Rachel Sutton, 

Nala Jeorje, Alexandra Jucknies, Helga Morrison  
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ST LUKE'S WOMEN 

Events: 
 
Ladies Night Out:  
Tues. November 12 at 6:30 pm 
Golf Steak House 
 
Women's Auxiliary of Waterloo Lutheran 
Seminary Annual Meeting 
No details yet – please watch our bulletin 
board for information. 
 
Trinity Village Tea 
Sun. Dec. 8 and Sun. March 15  
Walnut Grove Room 
Contact:  Ruby Janssen 519-748-0092 

 

News: 

Canadian Food for Children: 
Two dozen pneumonia vests were delivered to the 
Kitchener depot in August.  Thank you to those who 
are knitting for us.  Pneumonia vests can be put in 
the storage bin under the stairs in the narthex.   
 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief: 
We have been notified that there is a shortage at 
the moment of quilts for use in overseas relief.  To 
that effect, we are doing an extra donation this 
year.  We will be packing them up following the 
October meeting. 
Needed … quilts, blankets & Afghans – if you have a 
quilt please just donate, if you are making a quilt 
the recommended size is 60” by 80”.  We are also 
in need of baby quilts. 
 

 
Fellowship of the Least Coin 
Please save your nickels.  Your coins may be 
brought to the March meeting or placed in the 
collections jar on the table in the narthex, thanks. 
 
Continued on page 6 

 
 

We cordially welcome 

Rev. Heike Toeller  

to our St. Luke’s 

Evangelical Lutheran 

family. 
 

Join us in welcoming 

Rev. Heike and her 

family at our fellowship 

following worship 

service on 

Sun. November 10.  
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CANTATA SUNDAY 
 

Sunday, December 1 
10:00 am 

 

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE 

A Gathering of Hope, Peace, and Love 

(Pepper Choplin) 

Around Christmastime, just being present can seem 

like an impossible task.  The demands of the season 

battles for our attention, our time, and our 

focus; however, the very thing that brings us 

together at Christmas demands that we are present 

to reflect and be moved by Christ’s birth. 

Come and join in this year’s Cantata Sunday! 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING  

TO OUR SHUT-INS  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Join us for an afternoon of caroling to some of our 

shut-in members. 

We will meet at the Church at 12:30 p.m. with our 

first stop scheduled for 1:00 p.m. 

If you plan an instrument, bring it along.  Don’t miss 

out on a wonderful Christmas Memory. 

Contact Gloria Berg 519-896-1918 if you plan to 

come. 

 

 

Senior Cards 

Thursdays at 1:00pm 
Euchre and Solo are played. 
 

Come and join us for an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship. 
 
Contact:  Bob Berg 519-896-1918 
 

Dominican Journeys 

Soup Sundays still ahead… 
 
Nov. 24 
Jan.  12 

 
Soup Sundays is a fundraiser for the Dominican 
Journeys. Please join us following worship service 
in the Parish Hall.  All are welcome! 
 
Contact:  Vic Lytle 226-647-2377   
 

 “Whatsoever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.” 
Colossians 3:17 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
01 Stephanie Verasammy 
02 Noah Sharpe, Catherine Smith 
03 Phil Lang 
04 Candice Brautigam, Jordan Gage, Ellie Scheel 
06 Kim Bickford, Barrow Kivimaki 
07 Sarah-Jean Levair 
08 Nahlah Carapanta-Jeorje, Ryan Schmidt 
09 Carla Stachowski 
11 Richard Wahl 
12 Dylan Lamondin 
13 Eileen Forbes 
17 Derek Steinmoeller, Donna Wiese 
18 Ryan Brodrecht, Barbara Pitz, Madison Sharpe 
20 Brandan Gorasso, Elaine Schwartz 
22 Alexander Baychoo-Leidy 
23 Julia Sharpe 
24 Brenda Karn 
26 Gloria Berg 
27 Andrea Willfang 
28 Lynn Ann Brooks 
29 Heather Kenny 
 
 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Cliff & Erma Pitz 
12 Elaine & Leslie Armstrong 
17 Louise & Marlyn Hallman 
30 Fabian & Marlene Curtis 
 

 

 

 

2019 COLLECTABLES UPDATED 
A special thank you to everyone who participated in 
our project in sending additional supplies to 
Lutheran World Relief this year:  We packaged up 58 
quilts, blankets and Afghans for delivery after our 
October meeting. 
 
 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
Baby Layettes:  t-shirts or onesies, gowns or 
sleepers, receiving blankets, cloth diapers, 
washcloths, sweaters or sweatshirts, large safety 
pins.  Flannelette to make diapers. 
Quilts:  Adult size approximate 60” X 80” children’s 
quilts, blankets & Afghans.   
Material, sheets, quilt batting and thread to make 
quilts.  Pillowcases for dresses. Knitted bears 
(patterns available).  Packaged bar soap. 
 
Mary’s Place  
Hotel soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion,  
 
Salvation Army Mitten Tree 
Mitts & gloves, slippers, hats, scarves, socks.  
Wool for knitters. 
 
Food for Children 
Pneumonia vests (patterns available)  
 
Food Bank 
Used ink cartridges 

Overseas Relief 
Eye-glasses 

 
 
 

Please put in the box in the Narthex under the 
 coat rack to the left as you enter.  

Thank you. 
 

 

 

 



 

2019 November Newsletter – St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener Page 6 

CHURCH 
EXECUTIVES: 

 

Chairperson: Jane Hennig 

Vice-Chair: Aaron Wilke 

Secretary:  Donna Finch 

Treasurer: Dave DeCoppel 

 

Council Members: 

Jane Hennig (Chair) 

Aaron Wilke (Vice) 

Donna Finch (Secretary) 

Cathy Dowsling 

Vic Lytle 

Darlene Hilborn 

Anita Gerstenkorn 

Debbie Gastmeier 

Mary Ann Lang 

Susan Hennig 

Tim Wilke 

 

Committee Chairs: 
 

Christian Ministry:  Pastor Heike 

Facilities Management:  Gail 
Atkinson 

Property Management:  open 

Finance:  Aaron Wilke 

Mutual Ministry: Jane Hennig, 
Kathy Thomsen 

Parish Life:  Susan Hennig 

Worship & Music:  Kathy 
Thomsen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DEADLINE FOR  

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 

 

 

Clipart p3-5 from:clipart-library.com 
Autuam clipart p6 hddfhm.com and 
clipground.com 

Christmas art from clipartpanda.com

 

 


