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317 Franklin Street, 
Kitchener, Ontario  N2A 1Y9 

Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

JUNE / JULY / AUGUST 
2018 

PASTOR’S MUSINGS 

The boat was just about the most 
unusual gift Ron had ever received 
during his years of ministry – a small 
fishing boat that a gentleman couldn’t use anymore 
because of declining health. It had two good 
engines in it, but it was otherwise pretty 
deteriorated – the paint was peeling, the bottom 
was covered in barnacles, the cabin was drab and 
dirty, and numerous things were broken in it. A 
sailing friend estimated the boat could sell for about 
$1,000. Ron’s wife, Karen, wanted to make the most 
of the gift, so they rounded up a crew of about 20 
teenagers, bought lots of supplies to restore the 
boat, and headed for the marina where it was kept. 
They attacked the boat with soap and water, scrub 
rags, scrapers, fresh paint, and barnacle paint for 
the hull. Karen made new curtains and other things 
to bring the galley and cabin to life. When the work 
was all done, a transformation had taken place, 
with a selling price of $4,000. 

Among the parables Jesus told, he spoke of the 
kingdom of God as being like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants together and 
entrusted his property to them. In this case, the 
property is money called talents. The one with five 
talents invested them and gained five more. The 
one with two talents doubled his return. The man 
with one talent buried his talent and received 
strong punishment for not doing anything with his 
gift. 

The master’s response to those who had done 
something with their gifts was, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness.” (Matthew 25: 

14-30) 

Jesus has entrusted to you a spiritual gift of some 
kind, a supernatural capability that comes with the 
Holy Spirit; a capability entrusted to you for you to 
make the most of by actively, intentionally serving 
and touching lives with it. 

In writing to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul says 
that these Holy Spirit gifts are given “to each one … 
for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7). Your gift might be 
the gift of healing – a God-given ability to be an 
encouragement; to make spiritual things 
understandable to other people; to organize and 
lead people; or maybe to feel people’s needs deeply 
and assist in meeting them. Maybe it’s the gift of 
serving – to see and love and care for the behind-
the-scenes tasks that hold things together. 

You have a responsibility to find out what gift or 
gifts God has entrusted to you. In other words, you 
must “fan into flame the gift of God which is in you” 
(2 Timothy 1:6). Stir up, get it going, don’t let it just 
smolder quietly. Just like those servants with the 
talents, you will be judged for what you did with the 
gift entrusted to you. Participate in the game of life 
with everything you’ve got, rather than being a 
spectator and watching it go by. When you put an 
effort into making life all it can be, God blesses you 
in the most amazing ways. 

 
Pastor Jim 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Pastor’s Home:  (519) 895-2527 

Church E-mail:  stlukes@rogers.com 

Secretary:  Daisy Puttock 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Cathy Dowsling Joy Montgomery 

Donna Finch Kathy Thomsen 

Debbie Gastmeier Aaron Wilke 

Jane Hennig Tim Wilke 

Vic Lytle  

 
Those who are shut-in: 
Mildred Kaminska, Laurie O’Brien,  

Those who are at: 
Lanark Place  – John Schmidt, 
Cliff Schneider 
The Westmount  – Audrey 
Parker, Ruth Prange 

Winston Park  – Les & Marie Kipfer 
Briarfield Gardens – Ruth Debus, Geri Leis, Irleen 
Karn, Ralph & Joanne Roth 

Those who are out of town: 
Alymer – Mary Hendel    Elmira – Ed & Lola Ware 
Guelph – Ruth Rudy     Listowel – Norm Lewis 

New Hamburg – Anna Picard 
 

BAPTISM 

March 11  Hazel Helen Lindner 
Child of Kevin & Carole Lindner 

April 8  Lily Ann Renton 
Child of Mark & Melanie Renton 

May 13 Ella & Emma Levair 
Children of Jordan & Sarah-Jean Levair 

 

CONFIRMATION 

On Sunday, May 6th, the following young people re-
affirmed their baptism vows: 

Sabrina Clarke, Katelynn Hanley, Adam Janssen, 
Ryan Janssen, Caitlyn Ziegler 

 

THE ROAD TO MERGER 
In January 2018, members of the Transition Teams 
of St. Luke’s and St. Philip’s began meeting to 
discuss an impending merger of the congregations.  
As part of those discussions, it was noted that the 
members of St. Philip’s would become members of 
St. Luke’s congregation. In February and March, the 
congregations gathered for a joint Sunday morning 
worship service, followed by a potluck luncheon in 
the Parish Hall, as a way of getting to know one 
another. On Sunday, April 8th each of the 
congregations voted to approve the merger of the 
congregations.   

Two weeks later, a special service was held at St. 
Philip’s, with Bishop Michael Pryse preaching, to 
mark its 60 years of Christian ministry, followed by a 
closing of the congregation and the church. While 
this was a day to recognize and rejoice for the 
ministry and outreach by the members of St. 
Philip’s, it was also a day of heartache and sadness 
as members and friends left the church building for 
the last time. 

On the morning of Sunday, June 17th Bishop Pryse 
will join us at St. Luke’s to celebrate with us the 
official merger of the two congregations. 

In the weeks and months that follow, the members 
of St. Philip’s will continue to meet on occasion for 
special meetings as they finalize the sale of the 
church property and the disposal of other church 
artifacts. 

To the members of St. Philip’s, please know our 
heart goes out to you at this time. If you have any 
questions or concerns about what we do or why we 
do things the way we do, don’t hesitate to ask. All 
questions are intelligent ones. 

To the members of St. Luke’s, please do your 
utmost to welcome these new people into our 
congregation. It may take us awhile to learn one 
another’s name, but in the meantime we continue 
to extend a warm welcome to all. 

Pastor Jim 
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Grand River Ministry Area Churches 
SECOND ANNUAL AREA CHURCH PICNIC 

SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2018 
At St. Luke’s 

Gathering time 10:00 AM 
Service at 10:30 AM  with Holy Communion. 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket 

            

Grand River Boat Cruise 
Saturday, August 11 
36 Brant Rd 22, Caledonia, 
Ontario N3W 2G9 
 

11:00 am  Complimentary coffee & muffins 
11:30 am  Video presentation of the Grand River 
11:45 am  Live music show 
12:30 pm  Depart on 3 hour luncheon cruise 
  3:30 pm  Return to dock & visit Craft Shop 

COST … $55.00 
MENU:  Home-baked bread, garden salad, roast 
beef, vegetables, mashed potatoes & gravy, home-
baked apple pie, tea/coffee 
Contact Gay at 519 893-6827 with any dietary 
issues.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the courtyard 
bulletin board.  Monies should be submitted by the 
beginning of June so we can inform the cruise group 
of our numbers. 

FOOD TRUCK FEST 
EVERY Thursday Night  (4:30 pm – 8:00 pm) 

Bring your lawn chairs 

or a blanket to sit on! 
Check the church website for weekly updates 

of the trucks that will be here. 

SOCIALITES EVENT 
Mark your calendars for a visit to  

The Donkey Sanctuary! 

When:  Sunday September 30 2018 

Cost:   Donation to the donkeys 

What to bring:  A picnic lunch 

We will leave after church and make our way to the 
Sanctuary to enjoy our lunches and walk the trail 
and, of course, see the donkeys 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH 

It’s the kick-off day of our Fall program … 

THE CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 
We gather for worship and then the children go to 
Room 3 for their program. 

THE BBQ LUNCHEON 
Everyone is invited to gather in the Parish Hall for 
BBQ Pulled Pork on a bun, hot dogs, refreshments 
and make-your-own ice cream sundaes, hosted by 
the Parish Life Committee and other volunteers. 

SOCIALITE EVENT- FALL GETAWAY 
SEPTEMBER 21-23 COLLINGWOOD 

 
Please keep the weekend of September 21-23 open 
if you would like to be part of our Socialites getaway 
to Collingwood. Two nights accommodation in a 
three star hotel, would be included in the fee to 
attend. 

Our last weekend getaway was in 2014 to Midland, 
and it was felt that it was time for another one, as 
they have been well attended.  

We are working on hotel reservations now, and 
itineraries as well as meal reservations, and 
activities are incomplete at this time. 

Any questions or suggestions are welcome. 
Dave and Deb DeCoppel 

519-748-1751 
_____________________________ 

Sunday, November 25 at 2 pm 
The Socialites are planning to attend the new Irving 
Berlin Musical “Holiday Inn” at the Hamilton Family 
Theatre (formerly Dunfield Theatre), 46 Grand 
Avenue South, Cambridge ON.   

A sign-up sheet to reserve tickets will be posted on 
the courtyard bulletin board with further details.  
Tickets are $40/person and payment must be 
received by Sept. 30, 2018. 

___________________________________ 

THE MUSIC BANNER mounted on the face of the 
balcony has been donated to the congregation by 
the Choir in memory of Larry Crabtree (2011) and 
Ken Ernest (2013).  A special word of thanks to 
Monica Lynch for designing the banner and Gail 
Atkinson for crafting it. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Each Sunday about 12 - 14 people volunteer to make 
our worship service a meaningful and memorable 
experience, and the fellowship a fun time.  But we 
all know that the same people can’t do everything. 
We need everyone’s help … even once or twice a 
year goes a long way. Instruction is provided in all 
areas.  We also need volunteers in the following: 
Committees:  Parish Life, Christian Education 
Music: Junior Choir, Senior Choir, Bell Choir 
Education: Sunday School teachers and Co-ordinator 
We urgently need people for altar care, and as 
lectors, communion assistants, ushers and money 
counters.  If you are interested, please contact the 
church Secretary for more information.   
 

BELATED THANK YOU 
A very belated thank you to Gail Atkinson, Sharon 
Eggleston, Joan Schmidt & Norma Wright for their 
work on repairing and re-creating the Chrismons for 
the Christmas tree.  Special thanks to Gail for 
sewing a new tree skirt.  Many of these ladies 
worked on the original Chrismon project.  It was 
wonderful to have their expertise and insight this 
time around. With thanks for your gift of service. 
Cathy Wilke 
 

MUCHAS GRAÇIAS 
Thank you to the members of St. Luke’s for your 
support of Journey 2018.  We were able to provide 
6 laptop computers to the school in Cangrejo with 
your donations.  While in the Dominican Republic 
we also met the child we sponsor through the Hugs 
for Kids program.  Pictures will be posted on the 
courtyard bulletin board. 
Truly St. Luke’s is ‘In Mission for Others’. 
Dave, Deb, Vic & Cath 
 

SUPPER 8 
Many have heard of Supper 8 but not everyone 
knows what it is about.  Supper 8 is an opportunity 
to get to know fellow members of St. Luke’s outside 
of Sunday morning worship, fellowship time and 
committee work.  Members are put in groups of 8 
(hence the name) but sometimes there are 7 or 9, 
and sometimes the group meets at lunch instead of 
supper. SINGLES and COUPLES are invited / 

welcome.  Each couple/single takes a turn hosting – 
so you will meet 4/5 times from October to May.   A 
member of the group gets things going by setting a 
date for the 1st meeting.  When it is your turn to 
host, you make reservation at a local restaurant.  
The group meets there for a meal; everyone paying 
for their own meal.  After the meal is completed, 
the group returns to the host’s home for dessert, 
coffee, conversation and fellowship (which often 
includes a game of cards and has included a sing 
song!). 
If you are currently in Supper 8, I am assuming you 
will remain and will be put in a group for the fall. 
A sign up list will be posted on the courtyard. 

 If you are withdrawing from Supper 8 for the 
following year, please indicate so 

 If you are new to Supper 8 (Welcome!!!) and 
sign your name indicating whether you want a 
lunch or supper group 

 If you are in Supper 8 and want to change from 
supper to lunch or lunch to supper, please 
indicate on the list 

Questions, please chat with me at church or call 
Cathy Wilke  (519-744-3044) 
 
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT TEAM 
As you may or may not know there is a fairly new 
committee at the church called the Facilities 
Management Team or FMT for short.  And as the 
name suggests we are responsible for the entire 
church property inside and out, making sure 
everything is in proper working order and well 
maintained.  We deal with immediate needs and 
plan for the future as well. 
To that end we would ask that if you see any 
damage or repair needed to the church building or 
property; that you contact any one of our members 
immediately, and we will set the wheels in motion 
to fix the problem. 
Note to all planners for church events: The church is 
NOT available for rentals or any events on Saturday 
evenings, to allow time for the custodian to have 
the church clean for Sunday services.  This is 
effective immediately. 
Contact:  Gail Atkinson- Chair 

519-893-7097  or atkinsontg@gmail.com 

Vic Lytle   226-647-2377 or vlytle@rogers.com 

mailto:atkinsontg@gmail.com
mailto:vlytle@rogers.com

