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317 Franklin Street, 
Kitchener, Ontario  N2A 1Y9 

Mission Statement 
To share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people 

through the proclamation of the Word, 
the celebration of the Sacraments 

and through service in Christ’s name. 

JANUARY / FEBRUARY 
2018 

PASTOR’S MUSINGS 

In his Letter to the Philippians, 

the apostle Paul writes,  

“One thing I do: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 3: 13-14) 

One temptation that is always before us as the old 

year comes to a close is to focus our attention on 

the past. We can do it negatively and talk of all that 

was imperfect, things that were left undone, where 

we fell short of the mark, or talk of all that revealed 

our weaknesses. Or, we can turn in a positive 

direction and summarize all that has been good and 

calls us to gratitude. 

It seems to me that the old year is better 

described as a generous mix of both the negative 

and the positive. To focus too much on the past can 

sometimes lead us to attach too much importance 

to things past and let them dominate our present 

and future. What a tragedy it would be for us if God 

were fascinated with the past; if God were to hold 

everything against us, to require that everything be 

made right. If God were only interested in justice, 

then God would surely be focusing on the past. 

The good news of grace is that the God we 

worship is the one who is forever offering us new 

beginnings. 

If forgiveness means anything, it means that the 

past is forgotten and that a new future is offered. 

Adam and Eve deserved punishment, but there 

were new beginnings for them outside Eden. The 

people of Israel deserved the fate of Babylon, but 

the prophet Isaiah spoke of God’s promised 

beginnings. The prodigal son came home ready for 

justice and to start at the bottom, as a servant in his 

father’s household. But the father put his arms 

around him and asked, “Where do we go from 

here?” 

All through the Bible – in the stories of Moses the 

murder, Jacob the fugitive, Jonah gone AWOL, Peter 

the deny-er – there is the continuing strain that 

proclaims that God never brings about the end of 

things except to make new beginnings. 

As we begin the New Year of 2018, it is easy for 

each of us to look back at 2017 with some regrets 

and some joys. However, we must not become 

fascinated with either of them. We can abandon the 

pride that comes from our successes. We can throw 

off the yoke of guilt and shame that accompany our 

failures. 

As we greet the New Year 2018, God invites us to 

new life, new beginnings. Moreover, God makes all 

of them possible by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor Jim 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Church Office:  (519) 893-3826 

Pastor’s Home:  (519) 895-2527 

Church E-mail:  stlukes@rogers.com 

Secretary:  Daisy Puttock 

Organist:  Gloria Berg 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Cathy Dowsling Crystal Piscitelli 

Debbie Gastmeier Kathy Thomsen 

Jane Hennig Dennis Willfang 

Vic Lytle Tim Wilke 

Joy Montgomery  

 
Those who are shut-in: 
Mildred Kaminska, Mary Hendel, 
Laurie O’Brien, Loretta Waito 

Those who are at: 
Lanark Place  – John Schmidt, 
Cliff Schneider 

The Westmount  – Audrey Parker, 
Ruth Prange 

Winston Park  – Les & Marie Kipfer 
Briarfield Gardens – Ruth Debus, Geri Leis, Irleen 
Karn, Ralph & Joanne Roth 

Those who are out of town: 
Elmira – Ed & Lola Ware 
Guelph – Ruth Rudy 
Listowel – Norm Lewis 
New Hamburg – Anna Picard 
_______________________________________ 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Mark and Deb Perry, and sons Joshua and Jacob 
(from Grace Lutheran, Kitchener) 

 

BAPTISM 
12 November  AVA ROSE WILLIG 

Child of Stephen Willig & Kelly Klein 
 
 

FUNERAL 
11 November   Wallace Prange 

 

Special thanks to 

everyone who donated 

to the Christmas Mitten 

Tree in support of the 

Salvation Army Tree of Hope. There were 137 

donated items – including 74 hats, 27 scarves, 35 

pairs of mitts, and 1 pair of slippers. 

__________________________________ 

CATCHING Up … 

Nov 4th – The ANNUAL CHURCH BAZAAR was a 
great success. The Parish Hall was packed with 
vendors and shoppers. Over $6,034 was raised. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the set-
up and clean-up, the making and baking of cookies 
and pot pies, and all who volunteered throughout 
the day. And a special word of thanks to those who 
provided the various items for the raffle table. 

Nov 14th – This year’s pleasant weather allowed 
many of the ladies and friends of the congregation 
to gather at Golf’s Steakhouse for LADIES NIGHT 
OUT.  It proved to be a wonderful evening of fun 
and fellowship. 

Dec. 3rd – The church was “packed to the rafters” 
when our choirs presented their CHRISTMAS 
CANTATA – “Night Of The Father’s Love”.  What a 
wonderful way to help us prepare for the coming of 
the Christ Child.  A free-will offering of over $720.55 
was received in support of the music ministry of St. 
Luke’s. 

Dec 17th – Once again it was a sell-out of tickets for 
our CHRISTMAS DINNER.  A special thank-you to 
the members of the Parish Life Committee for 
organizing it and the volunteers who made it 
happen. 
_________________________________________ 

END-OF-YEAR REPORTS 

All end-of-year reports of Committees and church 
groups to be included in the annual Bulletin of 
Reports have to be into the church office no later 
than Sunday, January 7, 2018.  
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CHANGING TIMES FOR MINISTRY 

It was about 6 years ago that we first invited the 
members of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church to join in a 
rotation of mid-week Lenten services with St. Luke’s 
and Reformation Lutheran Church. Although 
Reformation Lutheran decided not to continue in 
our Lenten rotation, we continued the rotation and 
got to know one another in the breaking of bread 
prior to each Lenten service. 

Shortly after Pastor Jim became interim pastor for 
the members of St. Philip’s in 2015, some casual 
overtures were made about St. Philip’s merging 
with St. Luke’s. This was further strengthened when 
a formal request was made to our Church Council in 
early September of 2017 by the Church Council of 
St. Philip’s. Upon accepting that request, 
representatives from both congregations met with 
Bishop Pryse for guidance and direction. This was 
followed by our Church Council appointing a four-
member Transition Team to work with St. Philip’s 
representatives to bring about merger by 2018. 

In December 2017, the two Transition Teams met to 
begin their work. From their discussion it was 
decided that each congregation would have a vote 
by their members to formally endorse the merger. 
Therefore, a SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2018 
(immediately following the worship service) to vote 
on the following motion: 

That the Congregational Council of St. Luke’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kitchener, 
Ontario, be authorized to form a four-member 
Transition Team (two Council members, two 
congregational members) who will work with 
the Transition Team of St. Philip’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Kitchener, Ontario, to 
develop a plan and set timelines for a merger 
of the two congregations in 2018. 

At that same meeting, a general plan of action, with 
timelines, will be presented that will lead us toward 
a merger before the end of June 2018. 

If you have any questions regarding this proposal, 
please feel free to speak with Pastor Jim or a 
member of our Transition Team (Cathy Dowsling, 
Kathy Thomsen, Aaron Wilke, O.J. Wilura). 

CHURCH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 

We are seeking three (3) individuals to serve a 3-
year term on Church Council to oversee the life and 
activities of the congregation and provide support 
and guidance to the Pastor. 

 Council meets 11 times a year (each meeting is 
about 90 minutes long, with a little preparation 
time beforehand); 

 Each Council member is asked to serve on a 
committee and attend the committee’s 
meetings. 

If you would like to serve on Church Council, or 
know of someone who has particular gifts that 
would benefit Church Council, please speak with 
Jane Hennig or Pastor Jim. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, February 11th, 2018 

(immediately following the service) 

The purpose of the meeting is to: 

Review the 2017 Bulletin of Reports 
Approve the 2018 Annual Budget 

Elect Church Council Members 
Deal with other related business 

Copies of the Bulletin of Reports 
will be available on Sunday, February 4th. 

 

 
Although the theme of this 
year’s mid-week Lenten series 
has not been finalized, we will 
be gathering on Wednesday 
evenings for a Lenten Supper 
in the Parish Hall at 6:15 pm, 
followed by a Lenten service 

in the church at 7:15 pm (please note the change in 
times). Members of St. Philip’s will be joining us 
each week. The dates are 

Feb 14, 21, 28 

Mar 07, 14, 21 

We also gather on Maundy Thursday, Mar 29th for a 
meal and service. 

The Good Friday service is Mar 30th at 10 AM. 
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A SEASON OF  
RESTRAINED CELEBRATION 

What comes to mind for you 
when you think of Lent? It 
might be repentance or giving 
things up or a focus on the 
cross. For some people it 
brings to mind a heavy-handed 
season of inward focus that 
feels dark. For others it has 

been experienced as a time of excessive guilt. It is 
not uncommon for Lent to be a six-week mediation 
on the crucifixion … Not everyone loves Lent 
because of how it has been observed in some times 
and spaces. Perhaps our practice should change 
such negative attitudes so that Lent can be a high 
point of the church year for us. 

In spite of all the baggage some people still bring 
to the season, Lent can become a time of 
celebration. That may sound strange and 
unexpected. The key is that our celebration be 
restrained, expressed in subdued and anticipatory 
ways, and geared toward preparing to celebrate 
with exuberant joy the paschal mystery of Easter. 
Lent is a season of fasting, and fasting is about a 
discipline of restraint so that one can celebrate 
more deeply and extravagantly something 
wonderful later. But even in that time of 
preparation, the joy that is to come is known now. 
This is Lent. And since the Sundays in Lent are feast 
days and not fast days … they are the perfect time 
to express a sense of restrained celebration and 
anticipatory joy. 

(Adapted from Sundays And Seasons, Year B 2018, p.95) 

__________________________________________ 
 
 

ST LUKE'S WOMEN 

Come join us on  

Tuesday, March 13th  
for a Potluck Dinner 

Details about the evening 

will be posted on the courtyard bulletin board and 

in the weekly worship bulletin, as they become 

available. 

RENEWING  
WATERLOO LUTHERAN SEMINARY (WLS) 

Lutherans can be proud of WLS’s contribution to 
higher education. The seminary, a small faith-based 
school with a remarkable history of forming leaders, 
has been operating at its present campus location 
since 1911. The school grew from solely providing 
training for Lutheran pastors, into a liberal arts 
college that brought higher education to Waterloo 
Region. In 1959 the seminary founded Waterloo 
Lutheran University which, in 1973, became Wilfrid 
Laurier University. 

Now is the time to renew the programs and 
facilities to meet the needs of students today and 
the future. Montgomery Sisam Architects Inc. was 
retained to design a $9-million renewal and 
modernization of the seminary. WLS's Board of 
Governors has embarked on a $1.5-million Reform 
capital campaign to support the project, which will 
be completed during the summer of 2018. 
Highlights of the project include: 

 Renewing and modernizing the seminary 
building, built in 1963, to meet increased 
student demand. 

 Significantly expanding and diversifying the 
seminary's courses and programs. 

 Renaming the school as Martin Luther 
University College to reflect the seminary's 
mission in the 21st century. 

The renewal and modernization will focus on 
upgrading building systems and technology, and 
reconfiguring internal spaces mostly within the 
current footprint, including: 

 seven state-of-the-art classrooms 
 gathering commons 
 community room 
 multi-faith room to include ablution facilities 
 worship arts centre 
 community pastor office 
 courtyard 
 lobby and welcome centre 
 energy efficient design 

Donations to the Reform Capital Campaign can be 
made through you weekly offering envelope – mark 
it as “WLS Capital Campaign.” 


